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BLUF. WIRE Orthodox holds at ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). In Ukraine, the State Service for Ethnopolitics and Freedom of Conscience

(DESS) says it found signs that the Balta Eparchy of the UOC is affiliated with the Russian Orthodox Church and ordered it to correct

violations; separately, an appeals court ruled for a UOC parish in Voloshky in a dispute over its transfer to the OCU. On Mount Athos,

Patriarch Daniel of Bulgaria was received at Karyes by the Holy Community and visited Iviron, Hilandar and Zografou. At the Phanar,

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew marked the 35th anniversary of his election with a Patriarchal Liturgy; Metropolitan Epifaniy of the OCU

sent congratulations. No official Moscow Patriarchate reaction to the Bulgarian visits was found. The war between two majority-Orthodox

nations intensified (WIRE World Instability EU-T1: Potential, ↑).

0. WIRE Orthodox Dashboard

TOPIC CRISIS LEVEL
DOM.

INDICATOR
KEY DRIVER (today) TREND

ORTH-T4 Orthodoxy

and geopolitics ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS SIGNIFICANT

War between majority-Orthodox nations intensifies (21

ballistic missiles at Kyiv, ninth straight day of energy strikes);

trilateral talks floated for ~10 Nov

=

ORTH-T1 Church and

state; pressure on

Orthodox Christians

ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS ABNORMAL

DESS finds Balta Eparchy affiliated with the ROC and orders

corrections; Voloshky parish wins on appeal; Kyiv Metropolis

appeal pending in written proceedings

=

ORTH-T2 Inter-

Orthodox relations /

schism

ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS ABNORMAL

Patriarch Daniel received by Athos Holy Community, visits

Iviron, Hilandar, Zografou; no Moscow reaction found; 2018

break in communion stands

=

ORTH-T3 Holy Land

and Ecumenical

Patriarchate

NO CRISIS ROUTINE

Phanar marks 35 years of Bartholomew's ministry;

Jerusalem Patriarchate routine (status quo stressed to

visitors)

=

ORTH-T5 Spiritual

reading
NOT SCORED

— St Abercius of Hierapolis; Seven Youths of Ephesus —

Indicator: ROUTINE ABNORMAL SIGNIFICANT EXTREME Crisis level: NO CRISIS ENV. FOR CRISIS POTENTIAL

PROBABLE IMMINENT

Family level = highest topic level. Roll-up per WIRE_METHOD §1a. This assessment takes no political side; it scores pressure on the

Church's freedom, unity and flock.

Level change since 21 Oct: none. Trend change: none.

Moved indicators (vs 21 Oct). None changed score. ORTH-T1 UOC legal status stays ABNORMAL with one new adverse step (Balta

finding) and one favorable court result (Voloshky).

I. ORTH-T1 CHURCH AND STATE; PRESSURE ON ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS | ENVIRONMENT FOR

CRISIS

Balta Eparchy. DESS said it found signs that the administration of the UOC's Balta Eparchy (Odesa region) is affiliated with the Russian

Orthodox Church, whose activity in Ukraine is banned. Its reasoning is that the eparchy is part of the Kyiv Metropolis, which DESS already

treats as affiliated with the ROC. The study ran from 4 Sep to 19 Oct, and DESS published an order to eliminate violations (Interfax-Ukraine,

21 Oct; UOJ, 21 Oct; UOJ is the UOC's own outlet). Voloshky. The Northern Commercial Court of Appeal upheld the appeal of the UOC St

Nicholas community in Voloshky, Volyn region, against 2023 village meetings that moved it to the OCU. The UOC side argued that only

members of the community, not all village residents, may decide its jurisdiction. The source is the community's lawyer, an archpriest, via UOJ

(UOJ, 21 Oct). Kyiv Metropolis case. No change: the Supreme Court is considering the Metropolis's appeal in written proceedings (see 21

Oct edition). Indicators. UOC legal status ABNORMAL (eparchy-level finding; no liquidation ruling). Middle East Christian security

ABNORMAL (carried from 17 Oct Taybeh attack; nothing new collected). Roll-up: 2 Abnormal = ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). Analyst

Comment. The Balta order shows DESS moving from the Metropolis down to individual eparchies, as UOJ reported it would. Each eparchy-

https://en.interfax.com.ua/
https://en.interfax.com.ua/
https://spzh.eu/en/news/96584-dess-finds-balta-eparchy-of-uoc-affiliated-with-roc
https://spzh.eu/en/news/96598-court-upholds-uoc-parish-appeal-in-voloshky-over-ocu-switch-dispute


level order can become its own court case, so the legal pressure widens even while the main case waits. The Voloshky ruling shows courts

still test how parishes are transferred. ORT-03 tests whether DESS keeps this pace.

II. ORTH-T2 INTER-ORTHODOX RELATIONS AND THE SCHISM | ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS

Athos. On 21 Oct Patriarch Daniel was received at Karyes by the Protepistatis of the Holy Community and the Holy Kinot, with the Governor

of Mount Athos present, and was escorted by a hierarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate (Bulgarian Patriarchate, 21 Oct). He prayed before

the Portaitissa icon at Iviron (BTA, 21 Oct) and visited Hilandar and Zografou (Orthodox Times, 22 Oct). The visit runs to 24 Oct and centers

on the feast of the 26 Martyrs of Zografou (BNR, 21 Oct). Moscow. No statement from the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church or its

Department for External Church Relations on the Rila concelebration or the Athos visit was found in today's search. Indicators. New breaks in

communion: ROUTINE (none). Public polemic between primates: ABNORMAL (carried). Mediation steps: positive (no new step). Roll-up: 1

Abnormal = NO CRISIS by rule, raised one level to ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (analyst override, §1a): the 2018 Moscow–Constantinople

break in communion remains the baseline. Analyst Comment. Hilandar is the Serbian monastery on Athos, and the Serbian Church is in

communion with both Moscow and the Phanar, so the itinerary itself is quiet bridge-building. Moscow's silence so far is consistent with ORT-

02's low probability.

III. ORTH-T3 HOLY LAND AND THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE | NO CRISIS

The Phanar celebrated a Patriarchal and Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for the 35th anniversary of Bartholomew's election (21 Oct 1991)

(Orthodox Times, 22 Oct). Metropolitan Epifaniy of the OCU and former Ukrainian president Poroshenko sent messages of congratulation

(Orthodox Times, 22 Oct). In Jerusalem, Patriarch Theophilos III told visiting US diplomats on 17 Oct that the Patriarchate strives to preserve

the Status Quo of the holy sites (Jerusalem Patriarchate, 17 Oct). No new verified action on property, Halki or the Phanar's status. Indicators:

ROUTINE. Roll-up: NO CRISIS (=).

IV. ORTH-T4 ORTHODOXY AND GEOPOLITICS | ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS

War. WIRE World Instability reports today that the Kremlin said Russia is ready "in principle" to resume trilateral talks around 10 Nov, and that

hours later Russia fired 21 ballistic missiles at Kyiv and struck energy sites for a ninth straight day (see WIRE World Instability, EU-T1, for

sources). Indicators. War between majority-Orthodox nations: SIGNIFICANT (standing; EU-T1 at Potential, ↑). Religious justification of war in

official statements: ABNORMAL (carried; no new official statement found). Roll-up: 1 Significant = ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). Analyst

Comment. The WI trend is up, but no church-specific indicator moved, so this topic stays level. A strike damaging a major church or

monastery, or a new official religious framing of the war, would raise it.

V. ORTH-T5 SPIRITUAL READING OF THE DAY | NOT SCORED

Spiritual Reflection. This section is not analysis and not evidence. Today the Church commemorates St Abercius, Bishop of Hierapolis in

Phrygia, Equal-to-the-Apostles, and the Seven Youths of Ephesus, who refused pagan sacrifice under Decius, were sealed in a cave, and

were found alive in the reign of Theodosius II (OCA, St Abercius; OCA, Seven Youths). On a day of eparchies, courts and missiles, the Seven

Youths are a quiet word: they did not win their argument with the emperor. They slept, and woke into a Church that had outlived the

persecution. Patience is not passivity; it is trust that the Lord of history keeps His own. No newer homily from the Metropolis of Morphou, the

Metropolis of Atlanta or the Church of Greece was collected this cycle.

VI. PREDICTIONS

Open: ORT-01 (Supreme Court ruling on Kyiv Metropolis appeal by 30 Nov, 40%) and ORT-02 (Moscow official statement on the

Bulgarian visits by 30 Nov, 25%): no resolution; no change.

New, ORT-03 (logged): DESS publishes, on dess.gov.ua, a finding or order of ROC affiliation against at least one more UOC

eparchy, monastery or diocesan administration (other than Balta and the Kyiv Metropolis) on or before 30 Nov 2026. 70%, likely.

Resolve by 2026-11-30.

VII. GAPS AND UNVERIFIED

The Balta finding was read via Interfax-Ukraine's headline and UOJ's text; the DESS order itself was not read.

The Voloshky ruling rests on the UOC lawyer's Telegram post via UOJ; the court's decision was not found in the registry.

Moscow's reaction: patriarchia.ru and mospat.ru were not read directly; a search found no statement.

https://bg-patriarshia.bg/news/zapochna-poseshtenieto-na-balgarskia-patriarh-daniil-na-svet
https://www.bta.bg/en/news/culture/1229760-bulgarian-patriarch-visits-iviron-monastery-in-mount-athos
https://orthodoxtimes.com/patriarch-of-bulgaria-visits-hilandar-and-zografou-monasteries-on-mount-athos/
https://bnrnews.bg/en/post/544914/bulgarian-patriarch-daniil-to-visit-mount-athos-on-first-official-visit
https://orthodoxtimes.com/patriarchal-divine-liturgy-marking-the-35th-anniversary-of-the-election-of-the-ecumenical-patriarch-live/
https://orthodoxtimes.com/poroshenko-the-granting-of-the-tomos-of-autocephaly-was-a-great-blessing-for-the-ukrainian-faithful/
https://en.jerusalem-patriarchate.info/chronicle/visits-to-his-beatitude-80/
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/1977/10/22/103022-saint-averkios-the-wonderworker-bishop-of-hieropolis-equal-of-th
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/0577/10/22/103023-7-holy-youths-seven-sleepers-of-ephesus


The Hilandar visit comes from an Orthodox Times listing; the article body was not read.

Not collected: clergy detentions, Forum 18 and USCIRF updates, Antiochian Patriarchate statements, new Middle East incidents,

latest homilies.

Sources

Interfax-Ukraine (21 Oct); UOJ/spzh.eu (21 Oct, two items); Bulgarian Patriarchate (21 Oct); BTA (21 Oct); BNR (21 Oct); Orthodox Times (22

Oct, three items); Jerusalem Patriarchate (17 Oct); OCA lives of the saints; WIRE World Instability (22 Oct).
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