WIRE Orthodox

UNCLASSIFIED /| OPEN SOURCE | Friday, 23 October 2026 (Holy Apostle lakovos, the Brother of the Lord; St
Ignatius, Patriarch of Constantinople) | Vol. 2026-296 | As of 230800 EDT OCT 26

BLUF. WIRE Orthodox holds at ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS, with the trend turning t on inter-Orthodox relations. In Ukraine, the Sixth
Administrative Court of Appeal on 21 Oct ordered the dissolution of the UOC's Rovenky Eparchy administration on a DESS suit, but
refused to transfer its property to the state, citing a gap in the law. In Moscow, the Holy Synod on 22 Oct approved guidelines for
receiving people from "Ukrainian schismatic structures", prepared at the request of missionary departments in Donbas and what it calls
"Novorossiya". At the Phanar the same day, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew said "heretical ideologies, arising from hegemonic
tendencies" in "a section of Orthodoxy" had undermined unity efforts; he named no Church. Patriarch Daniel of Bulgaria led the vigil of the 26
Martyrs at Zografou. The war between two majority-Orthodox nations continues (WIRE World Instability EU-T1: Potential, =).
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Family level = highest topic level. Roll-up per WIRE_METHOD §1a. This assessment takes no political side; it scores pressure on the
Church's freedom, unity and flock.

Level change since 22 Oct: none. Trend change: family = to 1+ (ORTH-T2).

Moved indicators (vs 22 Oct). ORTH-T2 rival jurisdictions ROUTINE to ABNORMAL (Moscow reception guidelines for Ukrainian
communities). With public polemic still ABNORMAL, ORTH-T2 now reaches ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS by rule, and yesterday's +1
override is no longer needed.

I. ORTH-T1 CHURCH AND STATE; PRESSURE ON ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS | §ai\IZ{eIN IS\ s el

Rovenky Eparchy. On 21 Oct the Sixth Administrative Court of Appeal ordered the dissolution of the religious organization "Administration of
the Rovenky Eparchy of the UOC" (case No. 855/11/26), on a DESS suit grounded in the conviction of its authorized person under Article 111-
2 of the Criminal Code (aiding the aggressor state). It rejected the rest of the claim, including the transfer of funds and non-liturgical property
to the state. The ruling can be appealed to the Cassation Administrative Court of the Supreme Court within 20 days of publication (Interfax-
Ukraine, 23 Oct). UOJ, the UOC's own outlet, reports the court said Ukrainian law sets no clear mechanism for seizing property or running a
liquidation commission when a religious organization is dissolved, and that courts cannot write that procedure themselves (UOJ). Cherkasy.
The Cherkasy Regional Commercial Court will hear on 29 Oct an OCU parish's claim to ownership of the St Michael Cathedral complex, taken
from the UOC in October 2024; the source is the UOC's lawyer via UOJ (UOJ). Syria (newly collected). On 3 Oct a mob from neighbouring
Qalaat al-Madiq attacked the majority-Christian town of Sugaylabiyah near Hama, damaging and looting homes and shops; police arrested


https://interfax.com.ua/news/culture/1225045.html
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several attackers (CSW, 6 Oct). Open Doors says a priest's residence and a church centre were among the properties fired on (Christian
Today, 15 Oct). Indicators. UOC legal status ABNORMAL (eparchy-level dissolution; no Kyiv Metropolis ruling, no enforcement). Middle East
Christian security ABNORMAL (attacks on Christian towns: Suqaylabiyah 3 Oct, Taybeh 17 Oct). Roll-up: 2 Abnormal = ENVIRONMENT FOR
CRISIS (=). Analyst Comment. The Rovenky ruling cuts both ways. The state won dissolution, but the court's refusal to seize property points
to a legislative gap that may slow the practical effect of other dissolution suits, including the pending Family Affairs Department case, until
parliament acts. Rovenky lies in occupied Luhansk region, so the near-term effect on worship there is likely nil.
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Moscow. At its 22 Oct session, chaired by Patriarch Kirill, the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church approved "Guidelines for
Receiving Persons from Ukrainian Schismatic Structures Seeking to Join the Russian Orthodox Church”. The Synodal Missionary Department
drafted it at the request of diocesan missionary departments in Donbas and "Novorossiya“, and the Department for External Church Relations
amended it before approval (Orthodox Times, 22 Oct, a Phanar-aligned outlet reporting the Moscow Patriarchate's statement). No reference
to the Bulgarian visits was reported from this session. Phanar. After the 22 Oct anniversary Liturgy, Bartholomew said: "Unfortunately, the
prevalence within a section of Orthodoxy of heretical ideologies, arising from hegemonic tendencies and worldly ambitions, has undermined
these efforts" (Orthodox Times, 23 Oct). The report notes he named no Church. In Rome on 23 Oct he called the 2016 Council of Crete a
milestone and said "unity requires encounter” (Orthodox Times, 23 Oct). Bulgaria and Antioch. Patriarch Daniel, the first Bulgarian primate
at Zografou in about 50 years, presided at the all-night vigil for the 26 Martyrs (BTA, 22 Oct; Orthodox Times, 23 Oct). The Holy Synod of
Antioch discussed "general Orthodox affairs" at Balamand on 22 Oct and continues today (Orthodox Times, 22 Oct). Indicators. New breaks
in communion: ROUTINE. Rival jurisdictions: ABNORMAL (new; formal reception rules for Ukrainian communities in occupied areas). Public
polemic between primates: ABNORMAL (carried, sharpened). Mediation: positive (Bulgarian bridge visits). Roll-up: 2 Abnormal =
ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=), trend 1. Analyst Comment. The two statements came on the same day and, read together, show positions
hardening rather than any thaw after Rila. The Moscow document is institutional, not rhetorical: it sets a standing procedure for absorbing
Ukrainian communities in occupied territory. It is likely (about 70%) that the Phanar's unnamed target is the Moscow Patriarchate, but that is
inference, not his text.

lll. ORTH-T3 HOLY LAND AND THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE | gi{eX®i3{5 55

Bartholomew arrived in Italy on 23 Oct for an official visit announced by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Italy (Orthodox Times, 23 Oct).
The Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem condemned the 17 Oct settler attack in Taybeh in a 19 Oct statement (Latin
Patriarchate); it is scored under ORTH-T1. No new verified action on Jerusalem property, Halki or the Phanar's status. Indicators: ROUTINE.
Roll-up: NO CRISIS (=).
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War. WIRE World Instability reports a 10th straight day of Russian strikes on Ukraine's grid and Moscow's confirmation of talks around 10 Nov
(see WIRE World Instability, EU-T1, for sources). Orthodox Times reports President Zelensky said Ukraine is ready to negotiate (Orthodox
Times, 23 Oct). Church framing. The same 22 Oct Synod session heard that a relic fragment of St Dmitry Donskoy was taken to Donbas and
"Novorossiya" for veneration by Russian troops in the war, then returned to the main cathedral of the Russian Armed Forces (Orthodox Times,
22 Oct). Indicators. War between majority-Orthodox nations: SIGNIFICANT (standing; EU-T1 Potential, =). Religious justification of war in
official statements: ABNORMAL (new instance; no explicit "holy war" language found). Roll-up: 1 Significant = ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS
(=). Analyst Comment. An official synodal record using occupation-era place names and linking a warrior-saint's relic to troops at the front is
church framing of the war, but it stops short of a new doctrinal justification, so the score holds.

V. ORTH-T5 SPIRITUAL READING OF THE DAY | ilea{e{e]z{=»)

Spiritual Reflection. This section is not analysis and not evidence. Today the Church keeps the memory of the Holy Apostle lakovos (Jacob),
the Brother of the Lord, first bishop of Jerusalem, who presided at the Apostolic Council (Acts 15) and was martyred about AD 63, praying
for those who stoned him; the Liturgy that bears his name stands behind those of St Basil and St John Chrysostom (OCA). Readings:
Galatians 1:11-19; Matthew 13:54-58 (OCA readings). On a day of hard words between Sees, his Epistle counsels: "Let every man be swift to
hear, slow to speak, and slow to wrath" (1:19). The first bishop of the Holy City held a council together by listening first. No newer homily from
the Metropolis of Morphou, the Metropolis of Atlanta, the Holy Mountain or the Church of Greece was collected this cycle.
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VI. PREDICTIONS

« Open: ORT-01 (Supreme Court ruling on the Kyiv Metropolis appeal by 30 Nov, 40%), ORT-02 (Moscow statement on the Bulgarian
visits by 30 Nov, 25%; not addressed at the 22 Oct Synod as reported) and ORT-03 (new DESS affiliation finding by 30 Nov, 70%): no
resolution.

« New, ORT-04 (logged): The Moscow Patriarchate (patriarchia.ru, mospat.ru, or the DECR chairman or a synodal department head on
the record) publicly responds to Bartholomew's 22 Oct "heretical ideologies" remark by 15 Nov 2026. 30%, unlikely.

« New, ORT-05 (logged): The final communiqué of the Antiochian Holy Synod's 16th session, published by 31 Oct 2026, explicitly
addresses the Ukrainian church gquestion or Moscow—Constantinople relations. 25%, unlikely.

VIl. GAPS AND UNVERIFIED

« Rovenky: the court's reasoning on the property gap comes from UOJ; the decision text was not read in the registry. Interfax-Ukraine's
last line names the organization inconsistently.

« Moscow Synod: the guidelines document itself and the Synod journals on patriarchia.ru were not read; content is via Orthodox
Times. Whether it covers the UOC as well as the OCU is unknown.

« Zelensky remark: seen only as an Orthodox Times headline.

« Sugaylabiyah: two charity sources; no Antiochian Patriarchate statement on the 3 Oct attack was found.

« Not collected: clergy detentions, Forum 18 and USCIRF updates, Cyprus/Tirkiye property cases, latest homilies.

Interfax-Ukraine (23 Oct); UOJ/spzh.eu (two items); CSW (6 Oct); Christian Today (15 Oct); Orthodox Times (22—23 Oct, six items); BTA (22
Oct); Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem (19 Oct); OCA lives of the saints and readings; WIRE World Instability (23 Oct).
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