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BLUF. WIRE Orthodox holds at ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=) on a quiet day. In Georgia, Metropolitan Vakhtang of Tsurtaveli called the
new casino-tournament law "the country's misfortune" and said it should go back to Parliament, but no formal common position of the
Patriarchate after its 30 Oct meeting was found, so ORT-12 stays open. In Cyprus, the Archdiocese says a mediated meeting between
Archbishop Georgios and former Metropolitan Tychikos is expected "in the coming days," after which the Synod wants Tychikos to appear
before it. The Moscow Patriarchate's Synod has added online-conduct rules to the oath taken at ordination. Antioch's synod closed on 24
Oct without public text on Ukraine or Moscow—Constantinople relations, so ORT-05 resolves as a miss. No referral or charges in the Karak
church case have been reported. The war between majority-Orthodox nations keeps ORTH-T4 at Significant.
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Family level = highest topic level. Roll-up per WIRE_METHOD §1a. This assessment takes no political side; it scores pressure on the
Church's freedom, unity and flock.

Level change since 30 Oct: none. Trend change: none.

Moved indicators (vs 30 Oct). None.

I. ORTH-T1 CHURCH AND STATE; PRESSURE ON ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS | §a\IZ{eIN IS\ s el

Karak. No referral to the State Security Court or formal charges have been reported since the 26 Oct press conference, at which officials said
evidence was still being gathered before the case goes to the judiciary (Petra, 26 Oct). Legal experts quoted by Al-Ghad note that the State
Security Court has jurisdiction over offenses under the Anti-Terrorism Law (Jordan News, 25 Oct). Ukraine. No new DESS affiliation order or
Supreme Court ruling was found. The Supreme Court is still deciding the Lavra and Kyiv Metropolis appeals in case No. 855/11/25 in written
proceedings (INOK). Indicators. Middle East Christian security ABNORMAL (carried). UOC legal status ABNORMAL (carried). Roll-up: 2
Abnormal = ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). Analyst Comment. Silence in Amman is normal at this stage; the investigation, not the court,
is the bottleneck. ORT-11 remains likely by 30 Nov.
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Cyprus. In a report published on the evening of 30 Oct, the Archdiocese spokesman said the meeting between the Archbishop and Tychikos
is expected "in the coming days" after mediation, that "the further course of things will depend on this meeting," and that the Synod then


https://petra.gov.jo/ossec-wui/index.php/en/news/government-press-conference-details-arrests-of-those-involved-in-terrorist-attack-in-karak-1
https://www.jordannews.jo/Section-109/News/Calls-for-Execution-What-Penalties-Face-Karak-Terror-Suspects-57878
https://inok.info/articles/news/2780/?lang=en

expects Tychikos to appear before it to brief its members (Ekklisia Online, 30 Oct, translated from Greek). Antioch. The Holy Synod closed its
16th session at Balamand on 24 Oct. Published reports of its last day cover Lebanon, the future of Christians across the Middle East,
emigration and the rule of law; none mentions Ukraine or Moscow—Constantinople relations (Orthodox Times; Antiochian Archdiocese).
Moscow. At its 22 Oct meeting the Synod amended the oath that priests and deacons take at ordination. In a translation published by
Orthodox House, candidates now promise not to speak publicly for the Church without a blessing, not to make media or online statements that
"discredit the Orthodox Church or distort its teachings," and not to use online platforms for personal gain (Orthodox House, 30 Oct; Synod
journals, mospat.ru, party source). No Moscow reply to the Phanar's 22 Oct remark was found (ORT-04). Indicators. Rival jurisdictions
ABNORMAL and public polemic ABNORMAL (carried); breaks in communion ROUTINE. Roll-up: ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). Analyst
Comment. Antioch's silence fits its long habit of keeping out of the Moscow—Constantinople dispute. The Moscow oath change is internal
discipline, not a move in the schism, but it narrows the room for dissenting clergy to speak in public.

lll. ORTH-T3 HOLY LAND AND THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE | gi{eXei3{5 55

The Jerusalem Patriarchate reports routine audiences by Patriarch Theophilos Il with visitors, clergy and pilgrims (Jerusalem Patriarchate,
party source). No new court case, closure or attack on clergy or churches was found. Indicators. ROUTINE. Roll-up: NO CRISIS (=).
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Georgia. Parliament passed the casino-tournament package in its third reading on 28 Oct by 73 votes to 5 (Georgia Today). Speaking to TV
Pirveli, Metropolitan Vakhtang of Tsurtaveli said the law is "the country's misfortune" and that somehow the issue should go back to Parliament
and be dropped (Tabula; Alia, translated from Georgian). No statement from the Patriarchate or Holy Synod as a body was found. USA.
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America voted in his first US election and said "to vote freely and without fear is a precious right" (Orthodox
Times, 31 Oct). War. WIRE World Instability holds EU-T1 at Potential (see that edition). Indicators. War between majority-Orthodox nations
SIGNIFICANT (standing); religious justification ABNORMAL (carried); secularization legislation ROUTINE (watch, Georgia). Roll-up:
ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). Analyst Comment. One bishop's call is not the Patriarchate's. ORT-12 needs a statement from the Church
as a body asking for repeal, veto or amendment; with the law already passed, the remaining lever is the President's signature, so any formal
statement is likely to come within days or not at all. Odds that ORT-12 hits ease slightly.
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Spiritual Reflection. This section is not analysis and not evidence. Today the Church remembers the Hieromartyr John Kochurov, the Apostles
Stachys, Apelles, Amplias, Urban and Narcissus of the Seventy, and the Martyr Epimachus (OCA). In the Gospel the Lord says no one lights a
lamp and hides it "under a bed," and then: "My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it" (Luke 8:16, 21; OCA).
The martyr-priest and the little-known apostles of the Seventy are such lamps: their names are short in the calendar, yet the light was not
hidden. Kinship with Christ is not by blood, nation or office but by hearing and doing. On a day when many speak loudly, the call is to "take
heed how you hear."

VI. PREDICTIONS

« Resolved, ORT-05: MISS. The Antiochian Synod's published conclusions (20—24 Oct) contain no explicit text on Ukraine, the OCU or
Moscow—Constantinople relations. p = 0.25, Brier 0.0625.

« Open: ORT-01 (40%), ORT-02 (25%), ORT-03 (70%), ORT-04 (30%), ORT-07 (55%), ORT-08 (10%), ORT-09 (45%), ORT-10 (35%),
ORT-11 (60%), ORT-12 (55%, due 6 Nov), ORT-13 (70%).

- New, ORT-14 (logged): Georgia's President signs the international gambling-tournament amendments into law, or they take effect
without a veto, by 20 Nov 2026. 85%, highly likely.

VIl. GAPS AND UNVERIFIED

. Georgia: the outcome of the Patriarchate's 30 Oct meeting is not public; patriarchate.ge and Interpressnews were not read directly.

« Antioch: the full text of the Synod's final message was not read; the miss rests on detailed reports of its contents.

« Moscow oath: quoted wording is Orthodox House's English translation; the Synod journal was not read in full.

« Not collected: Forum 18 and USCIRF, Tirkiye property cases, recent homilies from Morphou, Atlanta, the Holy Mountain and
ecclesia.gr.
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Petra (26 Oct); Jordan News/Al-Ghad (25 Oct); INOK; Ekklisia Online (30 Oct); Orthodox Times (Antioch; 31 Oct); Antiochian Archdiocese;
Orthodox House (30 Oct); mospat.ru; Jerusalem Patriarchate; Georgia Today; Tabula; Alia; OCA readings; WIRE World Instability (31 Oct).
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