
WIRE Orthodox

UNCLASSIFIED // OPEN SOURCE | Monday, 9 November 2026 (St Nektarios of Pentapolis; Martyrs Onesiphorus and

Porphyrius) | Vol. 2026-313 | As of 090750 EST NOV 26

BLUF. WIRE Orthodox holds at ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). In Cyprus, sources close to the Archbishopric told Reporter that calls and

messages to former Metropolitan Tychikos have gone unanswered and that the Archbishop's ten-day window ends Wednesday, 11 November;

a source close to Tychikos said an ecclesiastical solution is still being sought. A meeting by 15 Nov (ORT-13, logged 70%) now looks unlikely.

In Jordan, the Karak trial continues after its 8 Nov sitting, with no new official arrest or attribution (ORT-16, ORT-09 open). In Ukraine, the

Upper Lavra lease appeal is listed for 10 Nov (ORT-17, ORT-18). WIRE World Instability holds the Russia–Ukraine war at Potential Crisis

ahead of talks in Abu Dhabi on 10–11 Nov. One new call (ORT-20); none resolved.
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Potential, =); Abu Dhabi talks 10–11 Nov

=

ORTH-T1 Church and

state; pressure on

Orthodox Christians
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ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS ABNORMAL

Cyprus: Tychikos unreachable, window ends 11 Nov =
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— St Nektarios; Luke 12:13–15, 22–31 —

Indicator: ROUTINE ABNORMAL SIGNIFICANT EXTREME Crisis level: NO CRISIS ENV. FOR CRISIS POTENTIAL

PROBABLE IMMINENT

Family level = highest topic level. Roll-up per WIRE_METHOD §1a. This assessment takes no political side; it scores pressure on the

Church's freedom, unity and flock.

Level change since 8 Nov: none. Trend change: none.

Moved indicators (vs 8 Nov). None crossed a threshold. New inputs within band: Cyprus non-response reported by the Archbishopric's side

(T2 rival jurisdictions/discipline ABNORMAL, =); no new Ukraine or Jordan step (=).

I. ORTH-T1 CHURCH AND STATE; PRESSURE ON ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS | ENVIRONMENT FOR

CRISIS

Ukraine. The Sixth Administrative Court of Appeal, by a ruling dated 5 Nov in case No. 855/12/26, returned the counterclaim of the UOC

Synodal Department for Family Affairs against DESS, the state religious-affairs service, in DESS's suit to dissolve that body; the department

may appeal or sue separately, but the dissolution case runs on an expedited track (RISU, citing DESS; UOJ/spzh, a UOC outlet, 7 Nov). This

was logged on 7 Nov; it is restated because it sets up ORT-20. No new Supreme Court step in case No. 855/11/25 (ORT-01) and no new

DESS finding (ORT-03). The Upper Lavra lease appeal remains listed for 10 Nov (ORT-17, ORT-18). Jordan. The State Security Court trial of

five defendants in the 23 Oct attack on St George Church in Hmoud, Karak, continues; the 8 Nov sitting heard relatives of the victims and the

wounded (Roya News). The charges, as published by Petra on 4 Nov, include "promoting the ideology of a terrorist group," without naming

one. No next-hearing date, new arrest (ORT-16), named organization (ORT-09) or further church attack (ORT-08) was found. Indicators.

UOC legal status ABNORMAL (=). Middle East Christian security ABNORMAL (=). Roll-up: ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). Analyst

Comment. The Family Affairs ruling shows the court keeping challenges to DESS outside dissolution cases, as the Supreme Court did on 3

June. That makes a dissolution ruling more likely to arrive before any separate challenge is heard.

https://www.reporter.com.cy/article/1482533/anapantites-oi-kliseis-tis-archiepiskopis-apo-tychiko-ga-orismo-synantisis-ekpneei-to-dekaimero-telesigafo-toy-archiepiskopoy
https://risu.ua/dess-povidomila-pro-povernennya-zustrichnoyi-pozovnoyi-zayavi-ro-misiya-sinodalnij-viddil-upc-u-spravah-simyi_n167536
https://spzh.eu/en/news/96939-court-declines-to-hear-uoc-departments-counterclaim-against-dess
https://en.royanews.tv/news/75834/Jordan-court-hears-witness-testimony-in-trial-over-Karak-church-terror-attack
https://petra.gov.jo/en/news/trial-begins-for-defendants-charged-in-karak-church-terror-attack


II. ORTH-T2 INTER-ORTHODOX RELATIONS AND THE SCHISM | ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS

Cyprus. Reporter (Cyprus), citing circles close to the Archbishopric, says the office of Archbishop Georgios has tried for days to reach former

Metropolitan Tychikos of Paphos by phone and message without reply. It says the Archbishopric will take no step before the window

announced on 1 Nov closes on Wednesday, still does not rule out a last-minute meeting, and also tried to reach the businessman who had

carried Tychikos's original request. A source close to Tychikos told the paper that efforts toward an ecclesiastical solution continue, and that a

deadline does not help dialogue (Reporter, 9 Nov). The Archbishop's stated conditions remain a written libellus renouncing claims that the

Ecumenical Patriarch is heretical and the rejection of the Council of Crete, plus answers on Paphos finances (Cyprus Mail, 1 Nov). Moscow

and the Phanar. No Moscow or DECR response to Bartholomew's 22 Oct remark was found (ORT-04, due 15 Nov). No published answer

from Antioch, Jerusalem or Alexandria to the 30 Nov invitation was found (ORT-19). Indicators. Rival jurisdictions ABNORMAL; public

polemic ABNORMAL; breaks in communion ROUTINE. Roll-up: ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). Analyst Comment. Silence from Tychikos

makes the Synod route more likely than a meeting. The desk now puts ORT-13 at about 20–25%, well under the logged 70%, and continues

to see a Synod session with the case on its agenda by 20 Nov (ORT-15) as likely.

III. ORTH-T3 HOLY LAND AND THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE | NO CRISIS

Phanar. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is scheduled to return from Switzerland this afternoon (Orthodox Times, 6 Nov). No report of the 8

Nov Zurich liturgy was found at cutoff. Sinai. Still unsigned; the Greek government says the text will be published after signing (Orthodoxia

News Agency) (ORT-07 open). Indicators. ROUTINE. Roll-up: NO CRISIS (=). Analyst Comment. Nothing new on Jerusalem property, Halki

or the Phanar's legal status.

IV. ORTH-T4 ORTHODOXY AND GEOPOLITICS | ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS

War. See WIRE World Instability, EU-T1 (Potential Crisis, dominant indicator Significant, =): 317 drones overnight and talks set for Abu Dhabi

on 10–11 Nov. Indicators. War between majority-Orthodox nations SIGNIFICANT (standing); religious justification ABNORMAL (=); church-

state legislation ROUTINE. Roll-up: ENVIRONMENT FOR CRISIS (=). Override −1 from a mechanical Significant-to-Potential reading: the war

itself is scored in WI EU-T1; T4 scores the Church's entanglement, which stays at one standing Significant indicator plus Abnormal/Routine

church-specific scores. Analyst Comment. No new official statement using religious language to justify the war was found today.

V. ORTH-T5 SPIRITUAL READING OF THE DAY | NOT SCORED

Spiritual Reflection. This section is not analysis and not evidence. Today the Church remembers St Nektarios of Pentapolis, the Martyrs

Onesiphorus and Porphyrius, St Matrona, and the "Quick to Hear" icon of the Mother of God (OCA). In the Gospel a man asks the Lord to

make his brother divide the inheritance, and He answers, "Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?" Then He tells His disciples,

"Consider the lilies, how they grow," and ends, "But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you" (Luke 12:14, 27, 31;

OCA). Much of this file is property, courts and deadlines. St Nektarios was himself slandered and set aside, and answered with patience and

prayer. The Gospel does not say disputes don't matter; it says they are not where life is found.

VI. PREDICTIONS

Resolved today: none.

New: ORT-20 (55%, roughly even chance): the Sixth Administrative Court of Appeal grants DESS's suit to dissolve the UOC Synodal

Department for Family Affairs (case No. 855/12/26) by 31 Dec 2026.

Open: ORT-01 (40%), ORT-02 (25%), ORT-03 (70%), ORT-04 (30%, due 15 Nov), ORT-07 (55%), ORT-08 (10%), ORT-09 (45%),

ORT-10 (35%), ORT-13 (70%; desk now ~20–25%, due 15 Nov), ORT-15 (75%), ORT-16 (30%), ORT-17 (45%), ORT-18 (30%, due

12 Nov), ORT-19 (45%).

VII. GAPS AND UNVERIFIED

Cyprus: the non-response account comes from circles close to the Archbishopric via one outlet; no official Archdiocese statement

found.

Karak: next hearing date not published; two weapons-seller defendants still unnamed, arrest dates unknown.

Zurich: no report of the 8 Nov liturgy found.

Not collected: Forum 18/USCIRF, Türkiye property, Morphou/Atlanta/Athos/ecclesia.gr homilies.

https://www.reporter.com.cy/article/1482533/anapantites-oi-kliseis-tis-archiepiskopis-apo-tychiko-ga-orismo-synantisis-ekpneei-to-dekaimero-telesigafo-toy-archiepiskopoy
https://cyprus-mail.com/2026/11/01/archbishop-gives-tychikos-10-days-to-meet-him-before-synod-acts
https://orthodoxtimes.com/ecumenical-patriarch-travels-to-switzerland-for-30th-anniversary-of-st-demetrios-church-in-zurich/
https://www.orthodoxianewsagency.gr/epikairotita/moni-sina-synexizontai-ta-aitimata-i-symfonia-na-erthei-sti-vouli-meta-tin-ypografi-i-dimosiopoiisi-leei-i-kyvernisi/
https://www.orthodoxianewsagency.gr/epikairotita/moni-sina-synexizontai-ta-aitimata-i-symfonia-na-erthei-sti-vouli-meta-tin-ypografi-i-dimosiopoiisi-leei-i-kyvernisi/
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/11/09
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/11/09/2
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